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the government's responsibility. If an American soldier seeks out a house of ill fame, then the responsibility is his, and it becomes a personal matter with him. But where the temptation is allowed to beset him on every hand in street, hotel and restaurant; where it is thrust upon him; where he is deliberately sought and solicited in public, where government authority is, or should be, supreme; then the responsibility is that of the government which allows such a traffic to go on apparently with its sanction. I use the words 'with its sanction/ for what other conclusion can I reach?
"I am sorry to have to say all this while I am here as a guest of the British Government; it seems in a way discourteous. But the object of my visit here is, as I understand it, to help to cement in every way possible the relations between Great Britain and the United States, and this question has become essentially an international one. If, after the war is over, the two countries are brought more closely together, as is the desire of all of us, we in America will naturally recur to the treatment given our boys while they were guests on British